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Table 6: Distribu�on of Road Traffic Crashes
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Figure 1: Road Traffic Crashes (RTCs) by Province in 2022 and 2023
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Figure 3: Road Traffic Crashes Severity
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Figure 4: Road traffic crashes severity in 2023 and 2022
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Figure 2: Distribu�on of RTCs in Zambia
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Figure 7: Urban Vs Inter District Roads
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Figure 8: Road Traffic Crashes by Quarters
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Figure 11: Number of fatali�es from 2004 to 2023

3.7 Trends in Human Popula�on
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Figure 9: trend in road traffic crashes from 2004-2023
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Year

Cumula�ve 
No. of 

Registered 
Motor Vehicles

Zambia’s 
Popula�on

No. of 
Accidents

No. of 
Fatali�es

No. of 
Severe 
Injuries

No. of 
Accidents 

per 10,000 
Vehicles

No. of 
Fatali�es 

per 10,000 
Vehicles

No. of 
Fatali�es 

per 100,000 
Popula�on

2012 452,574 14,300,000 28,247 2,360 5,790 624 52 17

2013 534,532 14,800,000 29,118 1,851 5,489 545 35 13

2014 605,635 15,200,000 32,392 1,858 5,371 535 31 12

2015 663,529 15,500,000 33,672 2,113 6,236 507 32 14

2016

 

696,474 16,040,000 32,350 2,206 6,432 464 31.7 13.8

2017

 

737,671 16,405,229 30,163 1,989 5,500 409 27 12

2018

 

782,136 16,887,720 30,652 1,817 5,266 392 23 11

2019

 
822,882 17,381,168 30,648 1,746 5,012 372 21 10

2020 853,909 17,885,422 28,484 1,690 4,427 334 20 9
2021 899,186 18,400,556 32,372 2,163 5,307 360 24 12

2022 960,237 19,610,769 33,682 2,240 5,828 350 23 11

2023 823,680 19,693,423 36,755 2,011 6,027 446 24 10

 

Results show that although there was an increase in the number of road traffic crashes, the number fatali�es reduced.
In 2023 motor vehicle registra�on reduced due to the number of vehicles that were de-registered 

Table 7: Crash Rate per Human and MV Popula�on
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Figure 16: Road traffic crashes by �me of the day

 

Figure 17: Road traffic crashes by �me of the day
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Figure 18: Road Traffic Crashes by Day of the week

Figure 19: Classifica�on of Casual�es in 2020,2021,2022 and 2023
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Figure 20: Distribu�on of Fatali�es in Zambia
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Figure 21: Fatali�es by Province

Figure 22: Fatali�es by Road User Type
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Figure 23: Fatali�es by road user type in 2021,2022 and 2023

Figure 24: Percent serious injuries by province

Fatalites by road user type 2021,2022 and 2023

MOTOR VEHICLE PASSENGER 523 531 494

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER 267 207 211

MOTOR CYCLE PASSENGER 126 50 108

MOTOR CYCLE DRIVER 91 62 154

PEDDLE CYCLE PASSENGER 22 38 31

PEDDLE CYCLE 158 223 149

PEDESTRIAN 1053 1052 864

2021 2022 2023
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Figure 25: Child Casual�es by Gender

Figure 26: Child fatali�es in 2021,2022 and 2023
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Figure 27: Classifica�on of Child Casual�es

Figure 28: Child Fatali�es by Road User Type
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Contribu�ng factor Number

36,755 

Figure 29: Road Traffic Crashes Contributory Factors
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3.18.1.1 Human Error
Human errors were singled out and results are displayed in figure 30 showing that of the total 
Human errors 33,012, out of which a total of 31,263 (94.7%) road traffic crashes were due to 
driver errors, 4.8.0% (1,584) were pedestrian errors and the least was cyclist errors with 1.2% 
(40).

3.19.1 Categories of Causes of Crashes
Human errors are further categorised in specific causes of crashes and figure 40 shows 
distribu�on of the causes. The figure shows driver errors with misjudging clearance distance 
standing out at 19.9%. Addi�onally, failing to keep near side and excessive speed accounted for 
18.4% and 18.10% respec�vely. 

Figure 30: Human Errors category

31

Human errors

94.70%
31263

0.12%
40

4.80%
1584 0.38%

125

Driver errors Pedal cyclist holding 
on to a moving vehicle

Pedestrian errors Passenger 
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Distrub�on of driver errors

Negligently opening the doors 0.60%, 187 

Reversing negligently 8.97%, 2,803 

Driver asleep 0.36%, 113 

Other error of judgement 3.15%, 984 

Misjudging clearance distance

Stopped suddnely 0.42%, 132 

Dazzled by lights 0.42%, 132 

Turning le� without due care 1.42%, 443 

Turning right without due care 2.95%, 923 

Driver Ina�en�ve/A�en�on diverted 1.47%, 461 

Failing to signal 0.32%, 100 

Failing to obey traffic sign/signal 5.03%, 1,574 

Turning round In raod 0.30%, 94 

kidding 0.17%, 54 

Overtaking Improperly 5.45%, 1,704 

Cu�ng 9.34%, 2,921 

Failing to keep to near side Ecessive 

speed

Driver inexperienced 2.91%, 909 

Driver  Under influence of… 0.28%, 87 

Driver ill 0.02%, 6 

19.93%, 6,232 

18.35%, 5,738 

18.12%, 5,665 

Figure 31: Causes of Road Traffic Crashes  

3.19.2  Pedestrian Errors
With pedestrian error accoun�ng for 7.0% of the human errors, pedestrian errors are broken 
down as shown in table 8. It shows that majority of the pedestrian errors were as a result of 
pedestrian crossing the road, accoun�ng for 69.62% of the total pedestrian errors and 4.33% of 
the total road traffic crashes.

No.

 
Pedestrian Error

 
Number of RTCs 
caused

% Pedestrian 
Errors

%of Total Number 
of RTCs

1

 

Pedestrian crossing the road

 

1196 76% 3.254%

2

 

Walking, standing on road

 

164 10% 0.446%

3 Playing on the road 126 8% 0.343%

4 Sudden illness 49 3% 0.133%

5 Under the influence of drink/drug 49 3% 0.133%

TOTAL 1584 100% 4.310%
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The results above are displayed in the figure 41 showing the percentages with pedestrian crossing 
the road having the highest 1,196(76%) and pedestrian Under the influence of alcohol/drug  and 
sudden illness accoun�ng  for the least at 3% (49)

76%
1,196 

Chart Title

10%
164

8%
126 3%

49
3%
49

PEDESTRIAN WALKING,STANDING PLAYING ON THE 
CROSSING THE ROAD ON ROAD ROAD 

SUDDEN  ILLNESS UNDER THE  
INFLUENCE OF  
DRINK/DRUG

Figure 32: Pedestrian errors

3.19.3  Passenger Errors
Among the passenger errors, it was observed that passengers falling from a vehicle accounted for 
97.7% while negligence on the part of the conductor stood at 2.3%

Table 9: Passenger Error

No. Passenger Error Number of 
RTCs caused

%Passenger 
Errors

%of Total Number 
of RTCs

1 Passengers falling from the vehicle

 
125

 

97.7% 0.34

2 Negligence on the part of the conductor

 
3

 
2.3% 0.01

TOTAL 128 100.0% 0.35

3.20 Motor Vehicle Defects

The distribu�on pf motor vehicle defects are shown in table 11. Motor vehicle brakes recorded the highest 
number of defects with 35.2% followed by tyres which also recorded a high number of defects accoun�ng for 
23.2% of the total motor vehicle defects. The least that contributed to traffic crashes were vehicles with smashed 
windscreen with 1.8%. Nonetheless, motor vehicle defects accounts for a very small contribu�on to the total 
number of road traffic crashes as it contributed 1.06%.

33



Table 10: Motor vehicle defects

No. Motor Vehicle Defects
Number of RTCs 
caused 

% MV 
Defects 

%of Total 
Number of RTCs

1 Tyres 127 32.6% 0.346%

2 Brakes 137 35.2% 0.373%

3 Una�ended vehicle running away 11 2.8% 0.030%
4 Steering 8

 

2.1% 0.022%

5 Vehicle overloaded 12

 
3.1% 0.033%

6 Smashed windscreen 7

 
1.8% 0.019%

7 No front lights 25 6.4% 0.068%

8 Springs 14 3.6% 0.038%

9 No rear light/reflector 48 12.3% 0.131%

TOTAL 389 100.0% 1.058%

3.21 WANDERING ANIMALS
Wandering animals on the road may also contribute to the road traffic crashes that occur. Sta�s�cs show that 
dogs on the road accounted for 10.4% of crashes due to animals on the road. Other domes�c animal on the road 
accounts for 78% while other animals had contributed 11.7%.

Table 11: Wandering Animals

No.

 
Wandering Animal(WA) Number of 

RTCs caused 
%WAErrors % of Total Number 

of RTCs

1 Dog on the road 44 13.1% 0.12%

2 Other domes�c animal on the road 251 74.7% 0.68%

3 Other animals on the road 41 12.2% 0.11%

TOTAL 336 100.0% 0.91%

3.22 WEATHER CONDITIONS

Environmental factors which includes weather condi�ons caused 0.044% of the traffic crashes in 
the year 2023. The most common factors recorded included crashes caused by heavy down pour.

No.

 
Weather Condi�on (WC) Number of 

RTCs caused 
%WC Errors %of Total Number 

of RTCs

1

 

Glaring sun

 

2 12.5% 0.005%

2 Heavy rain 14 87.5% 0.038%

Total 16 100.0% 0.044%
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3.23 ROAD DEFECTS

Road defects accounted for 0.14% of the traffic crashes in the year 2023. The most common 
factors recorded included crashes caused by road surface in need of repair.

No. Road Defects (RD)

 

Number of 
RTCs caused 

 

%RDErrors % of Total Number 
of RTCs

1 Road surface in need of repair

 
44 83.02% 0.1 2%

2 Other road condi�ons (view 
obscured) (dust)

9 16.98% 0.02 %

Total 53 100.00% 0.14 %

3.24 Obstruc�on
Obstruc�on accounted for 0.17% of the traffic crashes in the year 2023. The most common 
factors recorded included crashes caused by Sta�onery vehicle dangerously placed.

No.

 
Obstruc�on Number of 

RTCs caused 
% obstruc�on 
Errors

% of Total 
Number of RTCs

1 Sta�onery vehicle dangerously
placed  placed

50 80.6% 0.14

2 Other obstruc�ons 12 19.4% 0.03

Total 62 100.0% 0.17
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3.25 Unknown Cause

Unknown Cause accounted for 7.85% of the traffic crashes in the year 2023. The most common 
factors recorded included Other causes.

No.

 
Unknown Cause (UC) Number of 

RTCs caused 
% UC Errors % of Total Number 

of RTCs

1 Other causes 1,782 61.77% 4.85

2 Cause not traced 1,103 38.23% 3.00

Total 2,885 100.00% 7.85
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